AHS 2006 Spring Electrathon a Success
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                              The green flag has dropped; the field is under way. (Sam Bowen photo)


Another Electrathon has come and gone at Astronaut High School and this one was all good from start to finish. Some doubt was raised earlier in the week when some of the expected entrants sent notice that they would be unable to attend the April 29th event. All the concern proved to be unfounded, however, as this turned out to be a very competitive event.

Race #1


Six cars took the green flag for the first race at 11:07 AM with one veteran and five rookies in the starting lineup. Kevin Koch (#129) of Fort Myers High School jumped quickly into the lead from his pole position, but wouldn’t stay there long. The wily veteran from Miami, Rodney Schreck (#4), moved quickly from his 4th-place starting position into 2nd, and then passed Koch on the backstretch to take the lead and set a fast early pace. Officials and crewmembers in the pit area were speculating that he might be trying to entice the rookies into a chase that would run their batteries down early. Nobody gave chase, however, until Schreck had lapped the entire field once and then Koch picked up the pace in his # 129. Koch followed Schreck move-for-move as the two negotiated traffic lap after lap.


Shortly after the 20-minute mark, the # 671 car from Jacksonville blew the rear tire and driver Luke Hasha did a very graceful “ground loop” into the infield and out of the way of oncoming traffic. Then, a few laps later, Nick Smythe brought the # 14 Astronaut High School entry into the pits with a wobbling left front wheel. The wheel had mysteriously broken several spokes and was nearing collapse, but was replaced quickly by the Astronaut High pit crew and Smythe went back into competition.


At the 40-minute mark, Schreck was still setting the pace and being pursued by Koch. Michael Holmes (#13) of Astronaut High, who had been riding in 3rd position since the start, was now five laps down, with Dave Dvorak (#94) in 4th, six laps down, and Smythe in 5th, eight laps down.


At about 42 minutes, Koch picked up the pace and passed Schreck to put himself on the tail end of the lead lap. He was obviously a “man on a mission” with the intention of making a run for the lead. Schreck countered by increasing his own speed which would make catching him from almost a lap down a real challenge. Then, on the backstretch, at about 48 minutes, the #4 derailed its drive chain and coasted to a stop. While Schreck was busy trying to get his chain and sprockets reunited, Koch in the #129 passed him to take the lead.
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                               Rodney Schreck hops out of his car on the backstretch

                               after losing the drive chain.             (Sam Bowen photo)

Schreck finally got going again, almost a lap down now, and he was pouring all the remaining voltage in his batteries to the Scott motor in an attempt to retake the lead. He closed to within about 50 feet when the chain derailed again in nearly the same spot on the course! This time he had to adjust chain tension and he lost 4 laps in the process. He put on a valiant effort to make up lost distance after that, regaining one of his laps, but the clock ran out and Koch in the #129 won by three laps.


Back in the field, with their cars suffering from rapidly depleting battery power, Dvorak (#94) managed to regain the lap between them and then pass Holmes (#13) for 3rd place just before the finish line on the last lap. Smythe in #14 limped home 5th, also with expended batteries.
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                             Kevin Koch of Fort Myers takes the checkers in race # 1with

                       Rodney Schreck right behind, but 3 laps down. (Sam Bowen photo)

Race #2
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                            The starting field for race #2 gets the green flag. Note

                                the direction of the race is reversed.(Sam Bowen photo)

The second race went green at 2:00 PM. With the starting lineup inverted from the first race, Koch in the Fort Myers #129 was now starting on the tail of the field and Schreck (#4) would start 3rd.  When the green flag fell, pole-sitter Michael Holmes (#13) took the early lead with Schreck (#4) right behind. They settled into this pattern for a few laps, pulling away from the rest of the field. But Schreck knew that Koch in the #129 would come after him as soon as he cleared the rest of the traffic, so on the backstretch of lap 3, Schreck passed Holmes for the lead and began pulling away. During the break between races, Schreck had switched motors and was now running a more powerful Briggs & Stratton Etek motor.

Koch finally worked his way through traffic a few laps later and set out in pursuit of Schreck. The two of them put on another “follow the leader” demonstration for quite a while with Koch again matching Schreck move-for-move to conquer traffic.

On the sixth lap, the #671 car of Luke Hasha coasted into the pits with no power. Some preliminary tests with a multi-meter indicated the motor controller had suddenly failed.

Back in the pack, Mike Holmes was running solidly in 3rd place again. Jason McCain, now driving the #14, was 4th and Zack Rapanaro, now driving the #94, was fifth.

Koch attempted to overtake Schreck a few times, but Schreck was always up to the challenge and would momentarily pull away. Suddenly, just past the mid-point of the race, Koch’s car started slowing dramatically. After only 55 laps the #129 had depleted its batteries and dropped out. Team mentor, Shaun Milano, explained that the team had experienced trouble with one of its battery chargers the night before and, apparently, the batteries had not received a full charge.

Schreck was never seriously challenged after that. Michael Holmes finished a strong 2nd. Jason McCain ended up in 3rd and Zack Rapanaro 4th.

The #129 did return to the track late in the race with the batteries and driver from the #671. In accordance with Electrathon America rules, the laps were not scored, but it was a great act of sportsmanship on the part of the Fort Myers team to allow another team’s rookie driver to get some extra “seat time”.
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                 Rodney Schreck (#4) gets the checkered flag for race 2.  Michael Holmes (#13) is second, 3 laps down.                                                                                                                  (Sam Bowen photo)

When the overall points for the day were tallied, Rodney Schreck topped the chart again for his second overall victory in as many events this year at Astronaut High School. Astronaut’s Michael Holmes scored a strong 2nd place in his first ever Electrathon and Fort Myers’ Kevin Koch, also a rookie, earned enough points to garner 3rd place overall.

    RESULTS
Individual race results showing finish position, driver, number, car type, motor laps completed, car status (running or not), and points earned.

RACE  1

       DRIVER                 No.     CAR TYPE               MOTOR      LAPS         STATUS        POINTS

1. Kevin Koch        129   Blue Sky Aero        Etek         98         Running           6

2. Rodney Schreck    4    Prototype            Scott 1hp   95         Running           5

3. Dave Dvorak        94    Prototype             Etek          93         Running           4

4. Michael Holmes   13  Blue Sky Aero      Scott 1.6 hp 93        Running           3

5. Nick Smythe        14    Prototype              Etek           90        Running           2

6. Luke Hasha       671    Prototype            Scott 1 hp    39        DNF-tire           1

RACE  2

       DRIVER                 No.       CAR TYPE             MOTOR        LAPS        STATUS       POINTS

1. Rodney Schreck   4       Prototype             Etek          98         Running          6

2. Michael Holmes  13     Blue Sky Aero     Scott 1.6     95         Running          5

3. Jason McCain     14       Prototype             Etek         94          Running         4

4. Zack Rapanaro    94      Prototype             Etek         94          Running          3

5. Kevin Koch         129    Blue Sky Aero       Etek          55       DNF-batteries   2

6. Luke Hasha        671     Prototype            Scott 1 hp    5       DNF-controller   1

OVERALL RESULTS


NAME


CAR #
 POINTS/LAPS

TEAM  /  HOMETOWN


1. Rodney Schreck

     4        11/193   

        Miami, FL

2. Michael Holmes

   13          8/188           Astronaut High /Titusville, FL

3. Kevin Koch

  129
      8/153
 Fort Myers High / Fort Myers, FL

4. D. Dvorak / Z. Rapanaro    94
      7/187
     Astronaut High /Titusville, FL

5. N. Smythe / J. McCain       14
      6/184
     Astronaut High /Titusville, FL

6. Luke Hasha

   671
       2/44                    JEA / Jacksonville, FL

